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British Literary Manuscripts Online c. 1660-1900
Intimate glimpses into the lives and works of major literary figures

Representing the largest digitization project of its 
kind, British Literary Manuscripts Online provides 
an intimate look into the lives and works of Britain’s 
major writers across two hundred years. From the rise 
of Charles II to the death of Queen Victoria, British 
Literary Manuscripts Online contains complete 
facsimile copies of author manuscripts including 
poems, plays, and novels; private correspondence, 
diaries and journals; as well as drawings and 
handwritten notes. This groundbreaking resource:

• �Brings together priceless manuscript documents — 
once scattered throughout the world and available 
only to specialized literary scholars — and makes 
them accessible to students, instructors and general 
readers alike

• �Allows for the study of manuscripts to be integrated 
into literature, humanities and social and cultural 
history curriculum

• �Opens up endless possibilities for users studying 
authors’ social networks, their personal beliefs and 
attitudes, their education and the development of 
their writings

Sourced from major libraries
The manuscripts in British Literary Manuscripts 
Online come from all over the world, including: 

• The British Library

• The Brontë Parsonage Museum

• The Folger Shakespeare Library

• Huntington Library 

• �The National Art Library at the Victoria and 
Albert Museum

• The National Library of Scotland

• Princeton University Library

• �The William Clark Memorial Library, University 
of California—Los Angeles

Advisory board of scholars
A board of scholars contributed their significant 
expertise to British Literary Manuscripts Online: 
• �Charlotte Cubbage, Humanities Coordinator 

and Subject Specialist for English, Comparative 
Literatures, and the Performing Arts, 
Northwestern University Library, Evanston, Illinois

• �James L. Harner, Samuel Rhea Gammon Professor 
of Liberal Arts at Texas A & M University; Editor, 
World Shakespeare Bibliography

• �Susan Schreibman, Director of the Digital 
Humanities Observatory, Dublin, Ireland

• �Ray Siemens, Canada Research Chair in 
Humanities Computing and Professor of English at 
the University of Victoria, British Columbia

• �Henry Woudhuysen, Dean, Faculty of Arts and 
Humanities, University College London, England; 
general overseer of Catalogue of English Literary 
Manuscripts 1450-1700

Jane Eyre. Sourced from the British Library
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Covers more than 200 years
Discover the manuscripts of British authors from 
1660-1900 including: 

• Aphra Behn

• Charlotte Brontë

• Robert Burns

• Thomas Carlyle

• Charles Dickens

• Samuel Johnson

• Sir Walter Scott

• Laurence Sterne

• Alfred Lord Tennyson

• Catharine Trotter

• And many more 

Access original manuscripts like 
these classic works:
• �Autograph manuscripts of Alexander Pope 

including his translation of Homer’s Iliad

• William Blake’s Songs of Experience

• �156 poems of Robert Burns, including the 
autograph draft of his last major narrative poem  
Tam O’Shanter

• �Thomas Carlyle’s letters expressing his sympathy 
for the urban poor

• �Manuscript drafts Sir Walter Scott’s novels 
Ivanhoe and Castle Dangerous

• �Original typescripts of Oscar Wilde’s The Picture 
of Dorian Gray 

• And many more

Power to the user™

Intuitive online searching
Follow a writer’s journey and discover his or her 
creative process in an intuitive and dynamic online 
search environment:

• �Search by full citation, author, titles of major works, 
document type, year, century, source library, source 
microfilm collection

• Link to related resources

• Search or browse manuscript catalogs

• Create permanent links to materials of interest

• �Print, email or download facsimiles

• Fuzzy search

• �Browse authors, library collections and more

• View manuscript page-by-page or as thumbnails

• �Resize, rotate, fit to height or width, full-screen view

• MARC Records available

Free trial
For more information or to request a free trial,  
please contact your Gale Representative or visit  
www.gale.com/GDCTrial.

“The Chimes” by Charles Dickens, c. 1845. Sourced from the  
Victoria and Albert Museum
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