GVRL Testimonials & Comments from NJ 2008 Collection Adopters:

     When we purchased the e-book collection offered by Gale in 2008, we were taking a leap of faith, and it has really paid off.  As students use print resources less and less frequently, this e-book collection has allowed us to get excellent resources into their research easily and painlessly.  Because we made this purchase, we have continued to build our Virtual Reference library, which now exceeds five hundred volumes.  This special offer allowed us to bring our library into the 21st century!  The records are included in our catalog, so catalog searches bring them to students easily.  Our e-books have become a mainstay for academic research here at the high school.

Cathy Young and Donna Emeric

Ocean Township High School

Oakhurst, NJ

Using the Gale virtual Library: 

     The Gale virtual Library is available on our school network anywhere in the school and remotely from home. I tell my high school students that having the Gale virtual Library is like packing up the reference collection, putting it in their back pack and taking it home with them. Many times the students are researching very specific topics and I may not have a wealth of information for them to use.  But with the Gale virtual Library I am almost certain to find several high quality sources that can be used by the whole class at the same time. 

Doreen Corsetto, Librarian   Montclair High School

     The Gale eBook Collections have been a big hit in our school.  Having this huge collection online saves space in our library and allows many of our students to access the same eBook at the same time.  One of the best features, that many of our teachers use, is the bookmark.  I can search specific articles and bookmark that page.  This allows me to copy the URL for the page and mark it as a link for the teacher and students.  Many teachers just add these links to their assignments and web pages.  The students like the articles because it is geared to their level.  All the students give it a big “thumbs up”.

Wayne C. Rush
Library Media Specialist
Grover Cleveland Middle School

     Gale’s Virtual Reference Library e book collection has been a great addition to our library collection this year. Tech services walked us through the download and answered all our questions. 
The e book collection has been especially helpful to our freshmen classes who research short stories by famous authors. Some of the stories not found in our print collection and databases were easily accessed in Gale’s e books. With a new library being built, we know that the Gale’s e books will prove even more valuable while undergoing construction and after.  

Barbara Britton, Librarian; Christian Brothers Academy

     The Gale Virtual Reference Library is our “go to” source for almost any class research project. I love that students can search a wide variety of topics and get a reasonable amount of high quality results from sources they can understand and use. The students see for themselves the real value of beginning in the reference section when it is presented in an electronic format they already love to use. Students also appreciate that the digital resources can be accessed even when the library is closed. Collecting smaller sections of the entire resource into topical sub-collections allows database users to see these choices at the same time they are considering their favorite databases. The specialized encyclopedias in the Gale Virtual Reference Library are worth their weight in gold! I will deny that if you try to charge me that much, however. Research is definitely better with the head start we get from this fabulous collection.

Ann Williams, Director – Timken Library;  

Blair Academy

     I am so glad we decided to purchase the GVRL – whenever students tell me they can’t find book sources for their research, I direct them to our ebooks.  They are always impressed with how easy it is to get right to the information they need and they love the fact that the correct citation format for each item is included.

Linda Piscione, School Librarian; Florence Township Memorial H.S.

     Princeton High School Library’s purchase of the Gale eBook Collection has enabled our students to have access to reference material 24/7 and enables them to perform high-quality research at their convenience.  Students access the Gale Virtual Reference Library at all times of the day and night from the high school building as well as remotely.  Both students and teachers have been highly satisfied with the breadth of the resources and have come to rely on it for research in all subject areas of our curriculum.

Arlene Sinding, Librarian; Princeton High School
    The Gale eBook collection has transformed research in our library.  Students are able to access quality reference materials 24/7.  The collection was large enough to address needs and assignments across the curriculum.  The bookmarks have also been very helpful when I create wikis for specific assignments.  
 

Helen Robbins, Librarian

Mount Olive High School Library

 I find that students are much more receptive to using our eReference books than they ever were about using our Reference print resources – just the sheer convenience of using 1 search box instead of heavy books with multiple volumes and indexes is a selling point. Students love the built-in citation information. While I believe in using a mix of informational formats, because of the eBooks I have done some brutal Reference weeding and was able to create space for 10 more computer stations. I plan to add to our collection next year.

Also, it is worth mentioning that the results are fast and the site works consistently.

Lyn Grund, Librarian
Middlesex High School

   I used the Gale Virtual Reference Library with a freshman English class a few days ago.  The students were researching their choice of topics that dealt with an injustice in the United States (such as the St. Louis ship disaster, Nike's use of sweat shops, etc.)  Therefore, many of the topics were of a historical nature.  I first tried our specifically historical databases.  Some of the topics were in there, but not all of them.    

   I then tried the Gale Virtual Reference Library.  Every one of our students' topics were found in the database.  They were all successful after using Gale.  No other database provided this type of coverage.

   I love that the interface is extremely clean, so our students see the search box as they do Google: easy to use and effective.  The results screen is also very clean and effective so our students can determine without going into an article if it will help him or her.

  Gale is our most used database.  We couldn't function effectively without it.

Amy Rominiecki
Library Media Specialist
Seneca High School ___________________________________________________________________
    The Gale Virtual Reference Library has been a wonderful addition to our Reference Collection.  Students and faculty are able to use reliable resources on any computer which has internet access, so they are able to work anywhere in the school or at home, and there is no limitation to the number of students using a particular book at the same time. On many occasions, students begin projects at school, and forward articles to their email so that they are able to continue working where they left off at home.

Barbara Egan, Librarian
Cardinal McCarrick High School
___________________________________________________________________
“ I was not convinced I needed the e book collection.  I already had most of the titles in paper, thus saw little need to duplicate coverage.  To be honest, in my mind I was purchasing the e book collection to provide protection for my paper copies.  Should a paper copy walk, I still had the information.  Thus, Hun accepted the group offer and purchased the e book collection.

From the first day the link was activated, students have used it.  They quickly realized it was the link that always provided hits, no matter what the discipline.  Because of the depth and breath of coverage they always get positive hits.  It has now become the “use this one first” for most assignments.  When you know little of the topic, a quick scan of an article or two will provide enough information to proceed and a key word or two will allow a student to move on to other sources. When the “I can’t find anything on  XXX” kid approaches the librarian , together we search the e book collection.

Mary Ann Fox, Library Director
The Hun School of Princeton
     As the Montgomery Upper Middle School Media Specialist, I find that our large Gale eBook Collection has been extremely useful in multiple ways. Our 7th grade science students use the Endangered Species Encyclopedia to do a midterm debate on endangered elephants. Our World Language and our Home Economics classes both benefit from the Junior Worldmark Encyclopedia of Foods and Recipes collection. All 8th grade students use the science collections when they study atoms. All our media center computers have shortcuts to the eBook collection, and during instruction here, I point out that eBooks can be accessed anywhere on the school network or at home using URLs and passwords. Students are taught to use the easy to find print and email option, both of which are available in each eBook. I also like the monthly statistics that Gale provides. These statistics indicate how frequently each eBook is used. I often share these statistics with teachers and administrators so that they know how frequently we use our large and varied eBook collection. EBooks are helpful research tools that span all content areas, and you will find that Gale provides them to your schools at an amazing price. This makes their inclusion in your collection a very worthwhile purchase. I highly recommend them.

Karen Toron Cooper, Media Specialist
Montgomery Upper Middle School

